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Source: 
1 - California Department of Fish and Game using Federal 
regulation 50 CFR 660.390 through 660.394, 2007
2 - Gulf of the Farallons National Marine Sanctuary using
Federal regulation 50 CFR 660.382 to 660.384, 2007
3 - Electronic Code of Federal Regulations, 2007 50 CFR 
660.395 through 660.399
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Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCA) are areas where fishing for groundfish is prohibited for 3 
different modes of fishing (trawl, non-trawl and recreational). Within the RCAs, certain fishing 
gears and take of certain species are allows. Additionally, the RCA boundaries change both 
within and among seasons. These prohibitions are designed to help protect specific overfished 
groundfish stocks and aid in their recovery. Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Conservation Areas 
closed to specific types of fishing gear. These areas are designed to protect certain habitats. 
EFH, RCA and other closure boundaries shown here are managed by the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council; specific regulations can be referenced at: http://www.nwr.noaa.gov
/Groundfish-Fishery-Management/Groundfish-Closed-Areas/Index.cfm 
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